
How do I get Linux?

Linux CDs and DVDs can be 
downloaded for free from 
various “distributors” – here are 
a few of the more popular:

Ubuntu Linux: www.ubuntu.com
Linux Mint: www.linuxmint.com
OpenSUSE: www.opensuse.org
PCLinuxOS: www.pclinuxos.com

Not sure which is right for you?  
Ask a BGLUG member.

If you have limited Internet 
access or don't have a CD 
writer, or need a bootable USB 
stick, a BGLUG member may be 
able to help you.  Please ask!

How do I install it?

You have three options.

If you want to try Linux without 
installing anything on your 
computer, get a “live CD,” put it 
in your computer, and reboot.  
Linux will start up – very slowly 
– and will run from the CD, 
without disturbing your hard 
drive or your existing software.

If you have an old computer you 
can dedicate to Linux, get an 
“install CD” or “live CD,” put it 
in your computer, and reboot.  
Then follow the instructions.  If 
you are using a “live CD,” you'll 

have to click the “Install” icon.  
After that, the process is self-
guided.

If you want to install Linux in your 
main computer, but don't want to 
remove Windows, that's called a 
“dual boot” installation (you can 
boot your computer to either Linux 
or Windows).  Linux can do this!  
But it's not as easy, so ask a 
BGLUG expert for help.

What do I do with it?

The Linux “distribution” you 
choose will come with lots of 
application programs.  Right away 
you will be able to surf the web, 
send and receive email, and create 
documents and spreadsheets.

Lots more programs are available 
for free download from your 
distributor.  Look for the “package 
manager” or “software manager” 
on your Linux desktop.  You'll need 
an Internet connection for this.

Whatever you want to do with your 
computer, can probably be done 
with Linux.  Games, audio/video 
editing, programming, computer-
aided design, e-publishing, 
scientific computation, web 
development, databases – it's all 
there, and it's all free.

“Windows” is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. 
Linux® is a registered trademark of Linus Torvalds.

BRUCE-GREY 
LINUX USERS 

GROUP

http://www.bglug.ca

The Bruce Grey Linux Users 
Group (BGLUG) was founded in 
2000 to bring local Linux users 
together and to help newcomers 
to Linux. We hold monthly 
meetings, give technical 
presentations, distribute Linux 
CD-ROMs and host a web site 
and an email list.

STARS – 
Supplying 

Technology to 
At-Risk 

Students
Working with the United Way 
of Bruce-Grey, we refurbish 
used computers and distribute 
them at no cost to students from 
low-income families.

www.unitedwayofbrucegrey.com



What is Linux?

Linux (strictly, GNU/Linux®) 
is free operating system 
software for your computer.

You can think of it as a free 
replacement for Windows.

Linux comes with many free 
applications – like web browsers 
(Firefox) and office suites 
(OpenOffice).

Linux and its applications are 
free software. That means “free 
as in free beer” (costs you 
nothing), but also “free as in 
freedom” – you're allowed to 
study, share, and modify the 
software.

Linux and its applications are 
created by hundreds of 
thousands of volunteers and 
professionals around the world, 
who want to share good 
software.

Why use Linux?

Linux is powerful.  Some of 
the world's fastest 
supercomputers use Linux.

Linux is reliable.  Linux 
computers run for months 
without “crashing.”  That's why 
Google, among others, uses 
Linux.

Linux is secure. Most computer 
viruses simply cannot infect a 
Linux computer.

Linux respects you.  You don't 
need to register your computer 
with a big corporation.  And if you 
make changes to your computer, 
Linux won't require re-activation.

Linux doesn't need a new 
computer.  It runs great on last 
year's computer.  Or that computer 
from five years ago.

Linux lets you tinker.  Every part 
of Linux is visible, and can be 
changed by the user.  Dozens of 
programming languages are 
available, if you want to do new 
things.

What is BGLUG?

The Bruce Grey Linux Users Group 
is a local support group.  We 
include computer professionals, 
hobbyists, businesspeople, and 
“ordinary folks” who want a 
reliable computer.

We meet once a month in Owen 
Sound, to chat and solve problems. 
Sometimes we'll have a 
presentation on a computer-
related topic, such as wi-fi 
networking, computer security, 
making a “media centre,” or tiny 
computers.  We also have an email 

discussion list for support 
between meetings.

Our meeting location varies, so 
please check our web page or 
subscribe to our email list to 
learn where each month's 
meeting will be held.  You can 
subscribe at our web page: 
http://www.bglug.ca

What is STARS?

In conjunction with the United 
Way of Bruce-Grey, BGLUG 
refurbishes “retired” computers 
for low income students. 

Used hardware is donated to the 
United Way, and volunteers from 
BGLUG test and recondition the 
hardware, and install Linux.  The 
United Way then distributes the 
computers at no charge to those 
in need.

The program is called STARS – 
Supplying Technology to At-Risk 
Students.  Since we started in 
2006, we have supplied over 600 
computers to low-income 
families.

To request a computer, Please 
contact the United Way Bruce 
Grey, 380 9th Street East, Owen 
Sound N4K 1P1, 519-376-1560.  
To donate hardware, email 
stars@unitedwaybg.com
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